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MASQUERADER CAMPAIGN IN KIAMBU COUNTY
On 11th September 2024, the Law Society of Kenya through the Practice
Standards Committee convened by Ms. Linda Kiome, Council Member
and the LSK Secretariat team, attended a follow-up meeting as
scheduled between DCIO- Kingeero and the Legal Representatives of
one Gatura Washington Kimani- who had been earlier identified as a
masquerader. The masquerader had been summoned to appear before
the police personally on the said date for booking. However, the
individual failed to turn up and there were further requests from his
Representative to be granted another date to present his client. The
request was not granted given his absence. Mr. Gatura has been
marked as a person absconding prosecution and the police shall give
LSK further updates about his arrest.
Additionally, the team acted on a tip-off from Advocates practicing in
Kiambu County of an individual Alexander Gitau who was perceived to
be offering legal services to members of the Public based on his posts
on social media posts. The team in an undercover stint accompanied by
the police, visited Mr. Allexander Gitau’s office situated at Bishop
Njenga House, Thindigua, Kiambu County.
Upon thorough investigation and questioning, it was ascertained that the
individual, Allexander Gitau is a Certified Mediator under the Court
Annexed Mediation Program. The LSK team cautioned him against
portraying himself as an Advocate and was required to take down the
offending post where he purported to be in legal practice. He was
further advised to adhere to his line of work as a mediator.
The Law Society of Kenya appreciates the membership and the public
for their vigilance on individuals purporting to be Advocates and
encourages all to continually be on the lookout; and to readily report
any such occurrence.
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Still on the campaign on #WeedingOutMasqueraders the Practice Standards Committee council
members Teresia Wavinya and Steven Mbugua nabbed a renowned notorious Masquerader
named Julius Munala at Kahawa Law Courts where he was appearing before Court 1 in the guise
of being an advocate. As per the investigations, it was discovered that he operates a cyber located
at Hillside building around Milimani Law courts . He has been defrauding the public by posing as
an advocate, where he takes instructions, draws pleadings, represents clients and commissions
affidavits using several advocates stamps. We wish to urge our members to continue setting new
standards for vigilance and justice within our profession. LSK unwavering resolve in tackling this
pervasive threat reaffirms our dedication to protecting the legitimate interests of genuine
advocates and upholding the values of our esteemed profession.

CONTD...

Lindah Kiome, Council MemberAllexander Gitau

Julius Munala, the Masquerader Council Members Steven Wanjiru (L) and Teresia Wanvinya (M) with the quack Julius Munala
(R)

https://x.com/hashtag/WeedingOutMasqueraders?src=hashtag_click
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LSK ATTENDS ORPP LED CONSULTATIVE ENGAGEMENT ON
AMENDMENT OF THE POLITICAL PARTIES ACT CAP 7D

The Office of the Registrar of Political Parties
(ORPP) with the support of Electoral Law and
Governance Institute for Africa (ELGIA) held a
consultative meeting on Thursday 12th September
2024 at Four Points By Sheraton Hurlingham in
Nairobi with select non-state actors to discuss
possible reforms to the Political Parties Act CAP
7D (PPA). The engagement was informed by the
ORPP 2022 post-election evaluation exercise that
culminated into a report which earmarks various
areas for reform. 
The meeting realized discussions on amendment of
the PPA with respect to various themes  including
party nominations, inclusive political and electoral
processes, coalitions and coalition political parties,
institutionalization of political parties, and dispute
resolution that is responsive to the Constitution. 

Further, the LSK apprised participants of the Political Parties (Amendment) Bill, 2024 which is a product of the
National Dialogue Committee. Among other elements, the Bill intends to replace ORPP with a five-member
statutory Commission with a membership that is drawn from political parties. 
LSK was represented by the CEO Ms. Florence Muturi and Mr. Moses Owuor Advocate. Other actors present at the
meeting included representation from;
  1.Katiba Institute
  2. FIDA Kenya
  3.Elections Observation Group (ELOG)
  4.The Kenyan Section of The International Commission of Jurists (ICJ KENYA)
   5.Legal Resources Foundation
   6.Mzalendo Trust
   7.Forum for African Women Educationalists
   8.Centre for Multiparty Democracy 
   9.County Governance Watch
  10.Uraia Trust
  11.Akina Mama Wa Afrika
  12.Siasa Place
  13.United disabled persons of kenya
  14.Maendeleo ya Wanawake
  15.The Youth Café
  16.Centre for Minority Rights Development (CEMIRIDE)
  17.Crawn Trust
  18.Center for Rights Education and Awareness (CREAW)
  19.Slums Outreach Program
  20.Emerging Leaders Foundation
  21.Muslims Women Advancement of Rights and Protection (MWARP)
  22.Echo Network Africa (ENA)
  23.Association of Media Women in Kenya
  24.National Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission (NGLHRC)
  25.Run for Office
  26.Transparency International- Kenya
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SPECIALIZED CPD SEMINAR ON AML/CFT/CPF HELD
The Council of the Law Society of Kenya through the
Committee on Continuing Professional Development (CCPD)
held its 2nd Specialized CPD Seminar on Anti-Money
Laundering, Countering the Financing of Terrorism and
Countering Proliferation Financing (AML/CFT/CPF) on 10th
and 11th of September 2024 at the Panari Hotel.
The two- day seminar focused on enhancing knowledge and
compliance regarding Anti-Money Laundering (AML),
Countering the Financing of Terrorism (CFT), and
Countering Proliferation Financing (CPF) and was attended
by legal professionals, regulatory officers, and compliance
experts, addressing the roles that lawyers and legal
professionals play in facilitating and curbing financial
crimes. 

The main objectives of the seminar were to:
·Train attendees on the legal and regulatory framework
governing AML/CFT/CPF in Kenya.
·Equip participants with practical skills for identifying and
assessing risks related to AML/CFT.
·Highlight the importance of Client Due Diligence (CDD),
Enhanced Due Diligence (EDD) and how to do it legally for
compliance purposes.
·Explain the role of lawyers in AML/CFT compliance,
focusing on their responsibility in facilitating, monitoring
transactions and reporting suspicious activities.
·Discuss the challenges facing the financial and legal sectors
in relation to financial crimes.
 
In addition, the following speakers made presentation on various topics as highlighted below;
      1. Stella Muraguri, Advocate, Managing Partner at MMW Advocates LLP 
 Topic: The Legal and Regulatory Framework Governing AML/CFT in Kenya 
Ms. Muraguri provided a comprehensive analysis of the current legal landscape in Kenya, highlighting the obligations
placed on legal professionals under the Proceeds of Crime and Anti-Money Laundering Act (POCAMLA). She
emphasized the significance of lawyers adhering to these regulations to ensure ethical practices in their services. 
      2.   Dr. Constance Gikonyo, Senior Lecturer, University of Nairobi, Faculty of Law    
Topic: Identifying and Assessing AML/CFT Risks 
Dr. Gikonyo’s session focused on practical methods for identifying and assessing risks related to money laundering
and terrorism financing. She underscored the importance of continuous risk assessment to stay ahead of evolving
tactics used by financial criminals.
      3. Kananu Mutea, Advocate, Partner at KM Associates 
  Topic: Client Due Diligence (CDD) and Enhanced Due Diligence (EDD) 
Ms. Mutea explored the detailed procedures that legal professionals must follow to ensure proper client verification.
She explained how CDD and EDD should be applied depending on the risk profile of clients, stressing the importance
of detailed documentation and reporting.
      4. Paul P. K. Kamau, Advocate, Managing Partner of P. K. Kamau & Co. Advocates 
 Topic: The Role of Lawyers in AML/CFT Compliance 
Mr. Kamau discussed the unique role that lawyers play as gatekeepers in financial transactions. He highlighted how
they can effectively contribute to anti-money laundering efforts by ensuring compliance with the law during their
engagements with clients.
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CONTD...
5. James Manyonge, Advocate, Head of Legal, Financial Reporting Centre (FRC) 
  Topic: Transaction Monitoring and Reporting 
Mr. Manyonge presented on the critical importance of monitoring transactions
to detect suspicious activity. He emphasized the responsibility of lawyers to
report such transactions to the Financial Reporting Centre (FRC), as failure to
report may result in legal liabilities.
6. Mercy Buku, Advocate, Legal and Risk Management Consultant in the Digital
Financial Services Sector 
  Topic: Emerging Trends and Challenges in AML/CFT 
Ms. Buku shared insights from the regulatory perspective, discussing the latest
trends in financial crime and the challenges faced by regulators. He addressed
issues such as digital currencies and the complexity they add to AML/CFT
efforts.
Key Sessions and Discussions
The seminar consisted of interactive sessions, where participants engaged in
discussions and case studies on how to effectively implement AML/CFT policies
within their legal practices. Focus was placed on client onboarding processes,
enhanced due diligence requirements, and understanding suspicious transaction
reports (STRs). Panel discussions also highlighted what legal practitioners can
do to stay compliant.

The seminar concluded with a vote of thanks delivered by Aseso Omollo, Council Member and Convener of the
Adhoc Committee on AML/CFT. He expressed gratitude to the speakers for their presentations and to the
participants for their active engagement. He emphasized the importance of continuous training and knowledge
sharing in the fight against financial crimes and encouraged participants to apply the lessons learned to their
daily practice.
 Conclusion
This two-day seminar provided valuable knowledge and practical insights into Kenya’s AML/CFT/CPF
framework. With a focus on the responsibilities of legal professionals, the sessions underscored the importance
of vigilance, compliance, and ethical practice in curbing financial crimes. The seminar succeeded in equipping
participants with the necessary skills to better identify and mitigate risks in their legal practice and to contribute
positively to the national and global efforts in fighting financial crime.
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COUNCIL DECISIONS TAKEN ON 9TH SEPTEMBER 2024
The Council Decisions on applications taken on 9th September 2024  for admission to the
Roll of Advocates, Practicing Certificates, Notary Public and Commissioner for Oaths and
Admission petitions  can be accessed on the link;  
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1M0IS-lF2bLlchevKW6NT_FdaqfrcUOsq?
usp=sharing 
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A medium sized legal firm based in Thika wishes to recruit an ASSOCIATE ADVOCATE to
join the team.
QUALIFICATIONS
The applicant should have the following qualifications:
     1.    LLB, Post Graduate Diploma from Kenya School of Law.
     2.  Must be admitted to the roll of advocates.
     3.  Must have a current Practicing Certificate
   4.  A minimum of Three (3) years’ post admission experience in a busy law firm or a
similar environment with a bias in litigation.
    5.  Strong interpersonal and management skills.
    6.  Courtesy and high integrity.
    7.  Good public relations and professionalism.
    8.  Good oral and written communication skills.
    9.  He/she must be self-motivated and capable of working with minimum supervision.

Application should be submitted together with a detailed C.V and must include daytime
telephone contact, copies of all relevant certificates and testimonials as well as expected
remuneration to reach the firm on or before 25th September 2024 by 4.00pm.
 
Only successful candidates will be contacted.

Application should be addressed to info@nkadvocates.co.ke

VACANCY
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CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT (CPD) EVENTS FOR THE
MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 2024
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RNHxexlSEfM79Pypt6FsfwoxmgwCm00C/view?usp=sharing
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TCA- LSK ACCREDITED CPD NOTICE SEPTEMBER 2024 TRAINING
SCHEDULE
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https://tca.co.ke/trainings/
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https://icj-kenya.org/events-2/
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https://icmc.or.ke/symposium/#tab-253881


Law Society of Kenya
Lavington, Opposite Valley Arcade, Gitanga Road

P.O BOX 72219- 00200
Nairobi, Kenya

Phone Number: 0111- 045 300

Email: lsk@lsk.or.ke
www.lsk.or.ke

LAW SOCIETY OF KENYA


