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INSPECTION OF LAW FIRMS IN NAKURU COUNTY 
The Council of the Law Society of Kenya through the Practice Standards
Directorate, led by Stephen Mbugua, Council Member carried out a
masquerader raid in Nakuru town after numerous reports of quacks posing as
advocates and defrauding Kenyans were brought to LSK. 
Three masqueraders were nabbed along Kenyatta Avenue, and with the
assistance of DCI Officers from Nakuru East, they were arrested and taken to
Nakuru East DCI offices for further processing. 
The Society remains steadfast in protecting the legal profession and it won’t
relent in the fight against masqueraders.
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KENYA-UK LEGAL SYMPOSIUM 
The Bar Council of England and Wales in partnership with the Law Society of Kenya held its
3rd edition of the Kenya-UK Legal Symposium on 3rd December 2024 at the Movenpick
Residences in Nairobi.
The event included panel discussions where Kenyan advocates and UK barristers shared their
expertise and knowledge on various topics which included; Alternative Dispute Resolution,
Anti Money Laundering, International Climate Change Law and Artificial Intelligence and
Ethics., networking lunch and a cocktail reception.
The event was fully sponsored by the Bar Council of England and Wales and it attracted
around 130 participants.
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COUNCIL DECISIONS TAKEN ON 11TH NOVEMBER 2024

The Council Decisions on applications taken on 9th November 2024 for admission to the Roll
of Advocates, Practicing Certificates, Notary Public and Commissioner for Oaths and
Admission petitions can be accessed on the link;
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c3tl3m1-0Tx4kyKAkrDvI88-OH9ypj55/edit?
usp=drive_link&ouid=107982560842795587183&rtpof=true&sd=true  

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE TO NEWLY ADMITTED
ADVOCATES

“Congratulations to all the new Advocates being admitted to the Bar on 29th November 2024.
This achievement is a result of your hard work, discipline and dedication throughout your
several years of study. Maintain the same values in your practice and you shall amount to
distinguished professionals. Remember, your admission to the bar is not just a mandatory step in
your professional course but marks the beginning of lifelong, selfless service to the law and to
the public. Undertake that duty diligently and enduringly. Welcome to the Law Society of
Kenya”- Faith Odhiambo, LSK President.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c3tl3m1-0Tx4kyKAkrDvI88-OH9ypj55/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=107982560842795587183&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1dUmaB3vedQTCrBh3l6S9PheEgkeUy1K4?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1dUmaB3vedQTCrBh3l6S9PheEgkeUy1K4?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1dUmaB3vedQTCrBh3l6S9PheEgkeUy1K4?usp=drive_link
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jg2wx-bqJzDzOfxEmPokWPX1hfZcaHv5/view?usp=sharing
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https://pollunit.com/polls/xgvxveyevg88cbjoincuna
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Xzvf4TrthJYxaKuHp4AfEKUkny_M8Wr2
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KE-0bG2Uth5deEbiN9MCzLGuSr8GjGti/view


NOTICE - AUTOBIOGRAPHY
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JUDGE LEE MUTHOGA S.C. - NEW BOOK ALERT!
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ADVOCATES BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION



11

WEEKLY BITES

PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES: WHAT ARE THEY?

Two weeks ago, the High Court of Kenya Suspended the privileges and Immunities status
granted to the Gates Foundation. It is this restriction that many have been exploring the
diplomatic provision of privileges and immunities. Privileges and immunities are a special topic
within the larger subject of international institutional law. International organizations, their
officials, and representatives of their member states enjoy certain privileges and immunities in
order to carry out their functions.

Privileges and immunities are granted to different categories: an organization e.g. inviolability of
the premises and archives; representatives of member states e.g. immunity from arrest for
speech or acts carried out in their official capacity; Secretariat officials e.g. immunity from arrest
for speech or acts carried out in their official capacity. The US Supreme Court Justice Bushrod
Washington, George Washington’s surmised the concepts in the following words, “privileges
and immunities” are rights that (1) “are, in their nature, fundamental”; (2) “belong, of right, to the
citizens of all free governments”; and (3) can be found in the positive law in the states, which
included common law rights. Justice Washington then proceeded to list some examples, such as
the rights to travel, to claim the writ of habeas corpus, to maintain lawsuits, and others. In other
words, privileges exempt diplomats from some laws (e.g., the law that all citizens should pay
taxes) but not all laws (e.g., the law that theft is prohibited). Immunities, in contrast, prevent legal
processes against diplomats. This distinction is very practical. If a diplomat commits theft and
avoids a court trial due to immunity, it does not mean that they cannot be prosecuted later on
(e.g., during a subsequent visit to the country after the expiry of diplomatic immunity).

Notably, modern diplomacy grew after the Renaissance. In fact, since the first ministry of foreign
affairs was introduced in France in 1626 countries established more regular and organised
interactions through diplomatic missions. The practice of diplomacy led to the Congress of
Vienna in 1815, which established an institutional framework for modern diplomacy. The
Congress of Vienna established classes of diplomatic representation (ambassadors and papal
legates, minister’s plenipotentiary, ministers’ resident, and chargés d’affairs). It also introduced
diplomatic precedence, a rank depending on the class of diplomatic representative and the date at
which an envoy presented his letters of credence. Legally speaking, the Congress codified
customary diplomatic law. Many institutions from the Congress of Vienna were included in the
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 1961, which is the main source of current
diplomatic law.

The term diplomatic immunity is popularly, and erroneously, understood to refer to special
protections afforded all employees of foreign governments who are present in foreign missions.
However, this should be understood more broadly.

BY SOPHIE KAIBIRIA - DIRECTOR, PRACTICE STANDARDS AND ETHICS- LAW SOCIETY OF KENYA 
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CONTD...

While customary international law continues to refine the concepts of diplomatic and consular
immunity, the basic rules are currently embodied in international treaties which are applied by
States within their jurisdiction. Diplomatic immunity is not intended to serve as a license for
persons to flout the law and purposely avoid liability for their actions. The purpose of these
privileges and immunities #Wakilis is not to benefit individuals but to ensure the efficient and
effective performance of their official missions on behalf of their governments and in due regard
to the host nations rules and procedures. This being a good governance requirement that we
should continue to advance.

BY SOPHIE KAIBIRIA - DIRECTOR, PRACTICE STANDARDS AND ETHICS- LAW SOCIETY OF KENYA 
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TCA- LSK Accredited CPD Training Schedule for December
2024

https://tca.co.ke/trainings/
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COMMONWEALTH LAW CONFERENCE 2025

https://www.commonwealthlawyers.com/event/save-the-date-for-the-24th-commonwealth-law-conference-2025-malta-6th-10th-april-2025/
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